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Kingston, Jamaica — With the latest RFP 
and upcoming waterfront developments, its 
essential to consider and define Kingston’s 
unique identity
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North / South
— Less than 3% of beaches are designated public  - and 1/2 of those are still 
associated with hotels
— Highest percentage of boat licenses come from Kingston + St Catherine



Coastal Vision
— Both coasts have distinct identities; its helpful to recognize the south as a 
cultural and fishing hotspot that is truly accessible to the public and Jamaicans
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VISION
PROPOSAL

—Buffering the future development of Kingston’s waterfront with 
community-based aquaculture fishing villages
—Creating spaces for education, recreation, and sustainable bio-
production
—Aligning with the plans of Kingston Creative and the Port Royal
—Involving local communities in these inevitable developments is 
absolute necessity



Demographic Context
A city with significant economic disparities, where 

many uptown do not venture downtown
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Culturally 
Significant 
Areas outlined 
by Kingston 
Creative

Creative 
Districts
-There is a lot of 
existing cultural value 
downtown
-Various initiatives are 
trying to link these 
assets
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Ecological
 Crisis
-Waste is strangling 
Kingston’s Waterfront
-Degradation of mangroves is 
occurring
-3000 fishers depend on 
health of the harbor, and 
catches are decreasing
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Framework
Plan
-Buffering future 
development with 
two community 
aquaculture villages
-Linking to Port Royal 
cruise terminal to 
promote tourism
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Framework
Plan
Buffering future 
development
Buffering future 
development
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SLR
Forecast
Restoring mangroves and promoting 
flexible blue infrastructure in vulnerable 
areas as long term strategy

2050: 0.3M of SLR

2100: 0.8M of SLR

2200: 2.0M of SLR
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The Case for a Blue
Economy
Is it possible to invest in a solution that creates jobs, 
provides critical infrastructure + promotes tourism? 
-The blue economy encompasses fishing, waste 
management, energy, and farming. 
-It’s time to reestablish Jamaican seafood as a cornerstone 
for job growth- as over dependence on tourism is not a 
sustainable solution.
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“The Government of Jamaica recognizes the 
important role that aquaculture plays with respect 
to food and nutritional security and is committed 

to implementing deliberate strategies that will lead 
to increased engagement of our farmers, increased 
aquaculture production and a reduction of our food 

import bill,” Cabinet Minister Hon Hutchinson



Aquaculture
Job + $ Revenue
—Aquaculture is recognized as crucial due to its role in 
addressing the impacts of climate change, pollution, and 
overfishing on fisheries.
-Aquaculture improves food security and can aid in filtering 
nutrients from water SEAFOOD 
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Rae Town
Pilot Plan
— To achieve a thriving downtown, 
we must engage and bolster existing 
communities.
—  Downtown plans must have a link/ 
connection to the local people and 
culture
 —  Mere physical improvements, such 
as cleaning a safe path from uptown 
to downtown, are insufficient; this 
process must occur simultaneously.



—The construction of the 
Harbor Walk concludes at Rae 
Town with a fence. The RFP 
proposes its expansion. What 
implications will this have for 
Rae Town?



Rae Town
— Established in the 1810’s
—  Was considered an upper class 
community until 1950’s
 —  Now known as a fishing village 
where Kingstonians purchase fresh 
fish
-Ole Hits is a weekly reggae 
dance event held Sundays in the 
neighborhood



—Launched in 1982, Rae Town Old 
Hits is the longest-running sound 
system session in Kingston

—Rae Town Old Hits was helped by being based in 
a safe community. “Because the violence was less,” 
Romie says, “people used to fly down [from the USA] 
just to go to Rae Town.”



Sister Norma — “Rae Town parties are 
incident-free, we have all kinds of class of 
people ... we really need our oldies to come 
back, our community is dead without it 
[music]
Music is life, we need the music, the music 
brings love” 
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—Combine restoration, production 
and tourism to ensure livelihoods for 
generations to come
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Shrimp
Aquaculture

Tilapia
Aquaculture

Water Cycles
—Shrimp Aquaculture pumps seawater 
from the harbor to the ponds & excess 
nutrients are filtered out via the 
mangroves
—Tilapia Ponds filters wastewater from 
the gully system

100 300Feet0



Fisher

Farmer

PONDS

MARINA

Visitor

SHOW

1

2

3

Pedestrian Routes
—Showcasing three different 
experiences on a given day
	 -The fisher walking to the marina to 
catch fish for the day
	 -The Farmer working at the ponds
	 -The Visitor shopping, and later 
attending a concert
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Thank You!


