Buck Up on Beat Street

Spotlighting Downtown Kingston’s Musical Heritage



Uptown vs Downtown: Spatializing Jamaica’s
Socioeconomic Divide



Kingston & St. Andrews: Community Rg

The ranking of a community is based on the following indicators:

Crime (murders and shootings)
Poverty

Teenage pregnancy

Literacy (Grade 4 literacy)
Ex-convicts

Accessibility of communities
Child abuse

Violence-related injuries
Presence of gangs

Presence of squatter settlements
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Kingston & St. Andrews: Population Dé;

The ranking of a community is based on the following indicators:

Community Renewal Programme

Crime (murders and shootings)
Poverty

Teenage pregnancy

Literacy (Grade 4 literacy)
Ex-convicts

Accessibility of communities
Child abuse

Violence-related injuries
Presence of gangs

Presence of squatter settlements
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Formal arts & cultural institutions concentrated uptown

ART/CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS

. Art Galleries
A Bars & Clubs

Music Venues

JAMAICA | People, Culture & History

Brandon Hill
@)
Lawrence Tavern
Mount James
Temple Hall
Parks
Road Cavaliers
Golden Spring
Mannings @
Hill (Rural) Stony Hill St. Peter's
1 Woodford
Mannings
Red Hills Hill
(Rural)
Red Hills/ Irish Town
Sterling
Castle
Havendale Norbrook
% Q Maryland
A (&rry Gardens y
Meadowbrook
Forest
Roet ton
Hills/ Plantation Height F;;“T:' L B Content Gap
hitehall Jacks Hill Gorddn Town Mavis Bank
Gardens a 0akl Sresca Barbn(ax-
e Const
Spring
Ferry y Gardens Hope
Drumblair Pastures/ 4
Kintyre

,m{j C’— Liguanea UTECH

Park"Gardens
Pagllhie Constitution Hill
Trafaﬁar Park Elledg®n
Beverley Flats/ Mona

Comig

p 85 .;‘E '- org Hills

University

Bloxborough

Cross own

Dallas
2 Cane

Port Royal

LARP 7010 | Fall 2023 | Island Urbanism: The Kingston Jamaica Studio




Uptown/Downtown districts serviced by different types of commerce
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Jamaican Music: A Reilection ot the People from
Downtown Kingston
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Link Up Spots / Endz: Personal Nodes, Cultural Points of Reference, and Exclusivity

OF

.
)

- .

AN ANALYSIS OF THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE PLACES
AND SPACES THAT MAKE REGGAE CULTURE.
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WRITTEN BY JAMAL ). CHAMBERS
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“All these spaces are essentially personal nodes or meet up
spots that then eventually morph into landmarks or points of
reference through convergence. A phrase like “link me pon
di endz” (meet me at the spot) actually consummates and
transforms that location from a mere space to a now recognized
place; a new datum or point of reference.

These really are cultural places that initially start as smaller
scale personal spaces in communities. Often, artists from the
area may brandish these endz in the music lyrics and music
videos, connecting a sense of pride to these intimate spaces.
These spaces become more popular as many people gravitate
to a now famous place.”

Source: Chambers, Jamal. “A Visual Analysis of Reggae Culture: An Analysis of the Authenticity of the Places and

Spaces that Make Reggae Culture.” 2023.
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A Visual Analysis of Reggae Culture - Jamal J. Chambers

“The spaces of Reggae are in fact synonymous with the Spaces for:

spaces of authenticity. The music is a bi-product of the

life

genuine contexts, and the genuine locations that create the

genuine vibes that can then birth the inspiration for the music... Iaughter

the music starts where the real people are, in the real . .
context, where the real vibes are felt. The music starts relahonshlps
when people connect. The music comes from the places commerce

and spaces where the real people meet up, link up, hol’ a .
i PeEP >R gathering

reasonin) hol" a vibe, and par. The music is the gathering of

the energies... it is not about the | - it is about the us, the we.” ShCI ring

events

yes fl..l . \ F :

-‘l'h‘ii“li !. -" | ﬂf?ﬂ""”
Source: Chambers, Jamal. “A Visual Analysis of Reggae Culture: An Analysis of the Authenticity of the Places and
Spaces that Make Reggae Culture.” 2023.
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Themes of Jamaican Music

PERFORMANCE/DANCING DOWNTOWN KINGSTON STREETLIFE DOWNTOWN KINGSTON STREETLIFE
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Barrington Levy - Here | Come, 1985
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Sean Paul - Get Busy/like Glue, 2002 Tenor Saw - Ring the Alarm, 1982 B VybZ Kartel - Money'f’\-ﬂe d Ltook, 2015
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Themes of Jamaican Music

STRUGGLE IN THE GHETTOS RASTAFARI & PAN-AFRICAN SYMBOLISM LUSH TROPICAL LANDSCAPES
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Taking a Glance into Downtown Kingston
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Beat Street Design Proposal
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Plan overview of design implementation
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Beat Street: Music + Community
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PRINCE BUSTER RECORD SHACK

STUDIO ONE
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Beat Street: Music + Streetlife
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Beat Street: Music + History



Architectural Features between Harbour + Barry Street










Beat Street: Music + Ecology
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Music Museum

Botanical Greenhouse

Fishing Pier

MUSIC MUSEUM + AMPHITHEATER

CACTUS GARDEN




